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At the first glance Sreenivasaiya saw that it
was the lady of the afternoon. Seeing the get-up
however, even his unsuspecting mind conceived
some question about her.
The woman approached Sreenivasaiya and
sat on a chair at some distance and said: "Per-
haps you are hurt at my free ways". Poor
Sreenivasaiya did not know what to say or do.
When a woman shows fear a man can preach
courage; when she shows courage a man is but
a whipped dog. But Sreenivasaiya had to make
some reply. So he said: "I looked for you when
I got down from the train to see if you needed
help, but could not find you in the crowd. I
suppose some friends had come or you were able
to look after yourself".
The woman said: " That was so. It was
'because I came away without taking leave that I
sent for you now". Within herself she said: " It
was in order to send word for you now that I
came away without taking leave then".
" It was enough for me that you reached
home safe. There was no need to get me here
to tell me this".
The woman said: "I wished to thank you for
all the trouble you took on my account".